
Judaism Assessment 

Your main task is to demonstrate your in-depth insightful knowledge of Judaism by finding a song from 

Matisyahu and explaining how the lyrics show his Jewish beliefs. 

You may use whatever song you wish from Matisyahu so long as it is NOT a song that one of your 

classmates is using. To help organize who is using which songs, I have created a google doc. Please go 

there as soon as you have chosen your song and put your name by the song. DO NOT delete any names 

(King).  

Then you should find the lyrics of that song. (Really you should make sure you can find the lyrics before 

you chose the song.) You will need to use your amazing internet research skills to do this.  

Your project should be a written document, printed and turned in. If school is cancelled for an extended 

period of time, I will ask you to email me the work. 

Please make sure your name is on the top of EACH page of your document in a header. Also include the 

page number in the header. 

A highly scoring paper will include 

1) The name of the song you chose. 

2) The lyrics of the song you chose. 

3) A general overall summary of the meaning of the song . 

4) A closer interpretation of each line (or idea) of the song. 

5) An explanation of how the content (and/or still if it applies) demonstrates Matisyahu’s Jewish 

beliefs. Explain specifically what beliefs he refers to. If there are references to the Jewish 

scripture, explain them. If there are references to characters, events, holidays from Judaism, then 

please explain them. The more detailed you are, the better. 

6) A demonstration that you can use the terms of Judaism correctly in explaining the song. 

7) Any other information that you think would help someone with very little background in Judaism 

understand Matisyahu’s song. 

As far as writing style, grammar, etc…., a highly scoring paper will include 

1) Your paper should be double spaced. 

2) It should be written in Times New Roman, 12 point. 

3) Make margins 1 inch. 

4) Include your name and the page number in a header on every page. 

5) Proofread your work carefully for spelling and grammar errors. 

6) Use citations if necessary. 

7) Use your best formal English writing style. 

8) Make sure you have a main idea in your overall paper. 

9) Make sure each paragraph has a main idea that you support with details. 

10) Include an introduction and conclusion. 

The paper will be graded on content (2/3) and style/writing, etc… (1/3) but I may take off more than 1/3 

for style/writing if it is so bad that I cannot understand your content. 

This will be due on Monday, November 14, and will count as a test grade for Judaism. 

Please remember to see the google doc posted on the week 2 flood work to sign up for your song. 


